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In 2010, the European 
Commission shall launch a 
wide consultation process 
on the future budgetary 
2014 to 2020 period. This 
phase constitutes an op-
portunity for Mediterranean 
regions to take initiative 
and prepare an operational 
cooperation initiative for the 
Mediterranean regions. In 
this perspective, a mean-
ingful common plan could 
aim at the preparation of a 
Mediterranean macro re-
gion approach on the 
model of the Baltic strategy 
officially endorsed by the 
European Commission on 
September 2009.  

A resolution was approved 
on February 5th 2010 by 
Inter Mediterranean Com-

mission (IMC) of the CPMR 
(Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions) in the 
framework of Medgovern-
ance project, about the 
common institutional path 
to achieve the definition of 
a new macro region in 
Mediterranean area. During 
this meeting, the Mediterra-
nean Research Institutes  
(RIM), Medgovernance 
project partners, were also 
charged by the Bureau of 
IMC to prepare the scien-
tific methodology for the 
operation. 

RIM’s proposal on the 

Mediterranean Macro Re-
gion strategy is based on 
ongoing territorial coopera-
tion projects networks (for 
example Medgovernance) 

which would be gradually 
extended to other regions, 
opening new chances also 
in the Southern shore of 
the Mediterranean. 

A cooperation working 
group will be set to work on 
this matter. RIM, European 
Study Centre Plural and 
the member regions of the 
Medgovernance project will 
organise the consultations 
required to secure political 
approval of the proposed 
preparatory work, in par-
ticular its presentation at an 
event involving the Presi-
dents of the partner regions 
of the Medgovernance pro-
ject, which will be organ-
ised in Barcelona in Febru-
ary 2011. 

Medgovernance started in 
2009 with a diagnosis pha-
se analyzing the governan-
ce framework for the pre-
paration and the implemen-
tation of major policies im-
pacting the Mediterranean 
region in 5 policy fields: 
transports, competitiveness 
and innovation, environ-
ment, culture and migra-
tions.  

For each of these domains, 
the issue of “multilevel go-
vernance” and, more parti-

cularly, of the actual contri-
bution of regions to these 
policies was investigated. 
Each research institute 
participating to MEDGO-
VERNANCE coordinated 
the elaboration of Thematic 
Reports through the coordi-
nation of transnational 
working group involving 
stakeholders actively enga-
ged in the selected policy 
fields.  

The Institut de la Méditerra-
née has made a transver-

sal analysis of the contribu-
tions sent by the project 
partner and has presented it 
on February 5th to CRPM 
bureau within the Mediterra-
nean Governance Report.  
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Mediterranean Research  

Institutes (RIM) 

 In 2007 the RIM elaborated the 
PARM (Action Plan of Mediterra-
nean Regions). All RIM members 

(Institut de la Méditerranée, 
Cespi, Fundaciòn Tres Culturas, 
IeMed, Istituto Paralleli, MAEM/

MEMA) are also Medgovernance 
partners.  
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From June to November 2010 will be 
held the two days Medgovernance 
master classes in Seville, Marseille 
and Florence.  

“Master Class” are intensive events 
dedicated to the professional develop-
ment and further training of  mediter-
ranean regional authorities, european 
parliament, national governments, 
senior level politicians (executive and 
legislative) and technicians of relevant 
international networks interested in 
Euro-Mediterranean governance is-
sues. 

The main objective of master classes 
is to define a strategic initiative of 
mediterranean regions for the Euro-
pean Union’s 2014 - 2020 program-
ming and the EU 2020 strategic 
framework, building upon the results 
of the Medgovernance Project and the 
contributions of the Mediterranean 
Institutes Network (RIM).  

Research and debate session will 
deepen mainly three topics: the Medi-
terranean and multi-level governance, 
macro-regions in the future of territo-
rial cooperation: opportunities for the 
Mediterranean area and possible sce-
narios (geographical contexts, key 
priorities, financial instruments) and 
proposal for the creation of a mediter-
ranean macro-region. 

For further information about    
topics and schedules participation, 
please contact the MAEM / MEMA 
info@maem-mema.org 
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Q-Mediterranean area is 
fundamental for the econo-
mical, social and cultural 
development of the EU. 
What is the role of the Medi-
terranean Regions in the 
renewed Lisbon strategy, 
and what are the EU initiati-
ves to support regional ac-
tors in this challenge? 
 
Member States have expres-
sed the idea that the Lisbon 
post 2010 strategy should 
involve more deeply the local 
and regional authorities in a 
structured cooperation stren-
gthening on the fact that the 
new strategy should promote 
coordinated and integrated 
policy-making at all gover-
nment levels.  
 
Cohesion policy has a key role 
to play in shaping the EU 2020 
vision and in implementing the 
renewed Lisbon strategy. As 
all other European regions, 
Mediterranean Regions have 
an important role to play. The 
fact that Spain will be presiding 
over the Union at the time of 
the launch of the post 2010 
Growth and Jobs strategy will 
certainly have an impact.  
 
Q- Medgovernance is pro-
moting the importance of a 
multilevel approach with a 
relevant role for regional 
actors and local stake-
holders to improve govern-
ance on key themes of sus-
tainable development. Are 
still National Authorities the 

main leading actors to pro-
mote the dialogue between 
the two Mediterranean 
shores?  
 
Dialogue can be established at 
different levels. The "Union for 
the Mediterranean" initiative 
within the European Neighbor-
hood Policy which gathers all 
27 Member States and 16 part-
ners across the Southern Medi-
terranean and the Middle East 
is certainly an important vector 
of dialogue between the two 
Mediterranean shores. In addi-
tion, cooperation can also be 
established through the cross 
border cooperation programme 
"Mediterranean Sea Basin" 
between Member States and 
non-EU countries around the 
Mediterranean. This pro-
gramme which is co-financed 
by the European Neighborhood 
and main beneficiaries include 
regional and local public au-
thorities, NGOs, associations, 
development agencies, univer-
sities and research institutes, 
as well as private actors operat-
ing in the fields of intervention 
of the Programme.  
 
Q-Medgovernance partner 
regions have started a com-
mon path in the framework of 
CPMR. This process, started 
on 2001 with the creation of 
RIM (Réseau des Institutes 
de la Méditerranée) led on 
2007 to the elaboration of the 
PARM (Action Plan of Medi-
terranean Regions). What are 
the EU Commission perspec-

tives about the creation of a 
Euroregion in the Western 
Mediterranean area?  
 
The Council of Europe facilita-
ted the establishment of Euro-
regions. The declaration of 
Madrid in 1980 has given for 
the first time a legal validity to 
the Euroregions. Although se-
veral Euroregions participate in 
the Territorial Cooperation pro-
grammes, the Commission is 
not involved in their creation. 
There exists already a few 
Euroregions surrounding the 
Mediterranean: Eurorégion 
Pyrénées-Méditerranée, Alpes-
Méditerranée and Adriatic Eu-
roregion. It is up to the regions 
to decide whether to establish a 
Euroregion and for what purpo-
se. 
 
Q-In June 2009, EU Commis-
sion presented the EU stra-
tegy for the Baltic Sea Re-
gion. Is a Commission docu-
ment on Med area expected 
by 2009/2010? What are the 
common strategies for basin 
areas?  
 

In addition to the Baltic Sea 
Region Strategy, the European 
Council recommended in June 
2009 that a new strategy for the 
Danube Basin be prepared for 
the end of 2010. The Commis-
sion is starting now the reflec-
tion on this Strategy. There is 
no discussion for the moment 
regarding a Mediterranean 
Strategy.  
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Medgovernance contacts 

Regione Toscana (lead partner) 

www.medgov.net - toscana@medgov.net 

Tel +39/055/4382901  - Fax +39/055/280155  
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